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Why the Aerodrome

Manual?
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The aerodrome manual 
describes the safe operation of 
the aerodrome infrastructure, 

including facilities and 
operational procedures. 
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The aerodrome manual establishes the
commitment to operate according to safe
practices, and therefore allows to demonstrate
compliance with Regulation (EU) 2018/1139
and its Implementing Rules.

The aerodrome manual also includes the
implementation of mitigation measures and
operational restrictions, when needed.
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The aerodrome manual sets up the safety accountabilities
and the SAFETY POLICY.

This includes the commitment of establishing safety
performance objectives and providing the necessary
means and procedures to achieve them.
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The aerodrome manual informs operating staff
about their duties and responsibilities with
regard to safety.
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The aerodrome manual establishes an
organisational structure, describing the
safety accountabilities of the aerodrome
operator staff.

It also includes the safety accountabilities
assigned to third parties, which should
be endorsed through agreements.
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How is the Aerodrome

Manual?
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The aerodrome manual should
be accessible to the affected
aerodrome personnel and
other relevant parties, and
should be user friendly.
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The aerodrome manual should be
proportional with the complexity
of the operation, the type of the
aerodrome and the assessed risks.
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The aerodrome manual shall provide
procedures and accountabilities for
amendment and revision processes.
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The aerodrome manual is a living document
that should be periodically updated to reflect
the changes and amendments that the
aerodrome experiences during its life.
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The aerodrome manual shall be signed by 
the accountable manager, and shall be 
available for the Competent Authority.
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In Spain, aerodrome manuals are 
designed with a tree model 

structure.

The tree trunk represents the body of 
the aerodrome manual. It defines the 

main characteristics of the 
aerodrome, the organisational 

structure and the most relevant 
safety accountabilities.
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In Spain, aerodrome manuals are 
designed with a tree model 

structure.

The main branches, represent the 
high level procedures. 

They are brief documents, which 
describe the accountabilities and the 

available procedures to guarantee 
safety operation in different domains.
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In Spain, aerodrome manuals are 
designed with a tree model 

structure.

The tree trunk and the main branches, 
are documents intended for the 

management of the aerodrome manual 
and for demonstrating compliance with 

the regulations to the Competent 
Authority.
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In Spain, aerodrome manuals are 
designed with a tree model 

structure.

The tree leafs represent the 
operational procedures, manuals, 

guidelines, records,  etc. that inform 
the aerodrome personnel on how 

perform their duties.

The degree of detail is much higher.
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What does the Aerodrome 
Manual contain?
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This AMC includes a detailed list of 29 documents that should take 
part of the aerodrome manual.

The index, is based in the Aerodrome Certification Manual (ICAO 
Doc. 9774), and includes further information regarding  

management system and training and proficiency, and more 
operational procedures.
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These chapters include information about the aerodrome manual 
and its procedures to keep it updated.

It also includes the commitment of the aerodrome operator to 
comply with the regulations and implement the means and the 

procedures to operate the aerodrome with safety.
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These chapters include information about:

Aerodrome organisation and responsibilities; a description of the 
safety management system; a description of the compliance 

monitoring and related procedures; quality management system for 
aeronautical data; procedures for reporting to the Competent 

Authority; procedures related to the use of alcohol, psychoactive 
substances and medicines; etc.
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Training and proficiency checks are important contents required
by the European Regulation, and are explained in detail in other
presentations.
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Chapters 5 and 6 include the
contents of the aerodrome
information that should be
published in the AIP.
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This content is mentioned in ICAO Doc. 9774 Manual on Aerodrome 
Certification. There are no specific Implementing Rules on how to develop it.

This procedure is related to the aerodrome data quality management system, 
and the information that should be published.
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This content is mentioned in ICAO Doc. 9774 Manual on Aerodrome
Certification. There are no specific Implementing Rules on how to
develop it.

With the development of the Airport Security Plans and the Aviation
Security State Programs, this chapter has lost relevance, as all the
information regarding security is in the scope of other Regulations.
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This content is related to ADR.OPS.B.015.

The aerodrome operator shall monitor the condition of the movement area and the
operational status of related facilities and report on matters of operational
significance, whether of a temporary or permanent nature, to the relevant air traffic
services providers and aeronautical information services providers.
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This content is related to ADR.OPS.C.015.

The aerodrome operator shall establish and ensure the
implementation of a system of corrective and preventive
maintenance of visual aids and electrical systems to ensure
lighting and marking system availability, reliability and
compliance.
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This content is related to AMC1 ADR.OPS.C.005 (e).

The aerodrome operator should ensure that a maintenance
programme is established and implemented, including preventive
maintenance where appropriate, to maintain aerodrome facilities in a
condition which does not impair the safety of aeronautical
operations. The scope of the maintenance programme should
include, but may not be limited to, the following items:

(e) equipment and vehicles, including those used by rescue and
firefighting services, which are necessary for the safety of aerodrome
operations;
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This content is related to ADR.OPS.C.010.

(a) The aerodrome operator shall inspect the surfaces of all movement areas including pavements (runways, taxiways
and aprons), adjacent areas and drainage to regularly assess their condition as part of an aerodrome preventive and
corrective maintenance programme.

(b) The aerodrome operator shall:

(1) maintain the surfaces of all movement areas with the objective of avoiding and eliminating any loose
object/debris that might cause damage to aircraft or impair the operation of aircraft systems;

(2) maintain the surface of runways, taxiways and aprons in order to prevent the formation of harmful irregularities;

(3) take corrective maintenance action when the friction characteristics for either the entire runway or a portion
thereof, when uncontaminated, are below a minimum friction level. The frequency of these measurements shall be
sufficient to determine the trend of the surface friction characteristics of the runway.
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This content is related to ADR.OPS.B.070.

(a) The aerodrome operator shall establish and implement
procedures to ensure that:

(1) aircraft safety is not affected by aerodrome works; and

(2) aerodrome works safety is not affected by aerodrome
operational activities.
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This content is mentioned in ICAO Doc. 9774 Manual on
Aerodrome Certification. There are no specific Implementing
Rules on how to develop it.

The requirements for these procedures will be developed in
OPS.D.
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This content is mentioned in ICAO Doc. 9774 Manual on
Aerodrome Certification. There are no specific Implementing
Rules on how to develop it.

The requirements for these procedures will be developed in
OPS.D.
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This content is related to ADR.OPS.B.025 and ADR.OPS.B.080.

The aerodrome operator shall establish and implement
procedures for the training, assessment and authorization of all
drivers operating on the movement area.

The aerodrome operator shall ensure that vehicles and other
mobile objects, excluding aircraft, on the movement area of
the aerodrome are marked and if the vehicles are used at night
or in conditions of low visibility, lighted. Aircraft servicing
equipment and vehicles used only on aprons may be exempted.
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This content is related to ADR.OPS.B.020.

The aerodrome operator shall:

(a) assess the wildlife hazard on, and in the surrounding, of
the aerodrome;

(b) establish means and procedures to minimize the risk of
collisions between wildlife and aircraft, at the aerodrome;
and

(c) notify the appropriate authority if a wildlife assessment
indicates conditions in the surroundings of the aerodrome
are conducive to a wildlife hazard problem.
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This content is related to ADR.OPS.B.005.

There is a significant number of requirements and AMCs
related to this content. They are developed in other
presentations.
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This content is related to ADR.OPS.B.010.

There is a significant number of requirements and AMCs
related to this content. They are developed in other
presentations.
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This content is mentioned in ICAO Doc. 9774
Manual on Aerodrome Certification. There are no
specific Implementing Rules on how to develop it.

The main reference document for developing this
plan is the Part 5 of the Airport Services Manual
(ICAO Doc. 9137).
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This content is related to ADR.OR.D.020. and ADR.OPS.B.055.

It should be noted that the fuel itself should be considered a
dangerous good according to 22.1. For the fuel quality:

The aerodrome operator shall verify that organisations
involved in storing and dispensing of fuel to aircraft have
procedures to ensure that aircraft are provided with
uncontaminated fuel and of the correct specification.
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This content is related to ADR.OPS.B.045.

(a) The aerodrome operator shall ensure that means and
procedures are established and implemented for providing
safe conditions for aerodrome operations in low visibility
conditions.

(b) Low visibility procedures shall require prior approval by
the Competent Authority.

It should be highlighted that LVP require coordination with
all the Air Navigation Service Providers (ATS, CNS and MET).
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This content is related to ADR.OPS.B.035.

The aerodrome operator shall ensure that means and
procedures are established and implemented for providing
safe conditions for aerodrome operations during winter
conditions.

The procedures should define the human resources and the
technical equipment, and include requirements for
inspections, criteria for snow-clearing, priorities for snow-
clearing, criteria for preparation of operational surfaces,
requirements for marking of snow-covered operational
surfaces, and methods for assessing and reporting the
surface conditions.
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This content is related to ADR.OPS.B.050.

The aerodrome operator shall ensure that means and
procedures are established and implemented to ensure the
safety of aerodrome operations in adverse weather
conditions.

These procedures define mitigation measures to be applied
under adverse weather conditions such as strong winds,
heavy rain, and thunderstorms, including the suspension of
operations on the runway(s) if deemed necessary.
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This content is related to ADR.OPS.B.040.

The aerodrome operator shall ensure that means and
procedures are established and implemented for providing
safe conditions for aerodrome operation during night
operations.

These procedures could include information related to the
necessity, maintenance and operation of visual aids for
night operations.

They also could include operational restrictions for aircraft
or vehicles, to avoid the use of areas not intended for night
operations.
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This content is mentioned in ICAO Doc. 9774 Manual on
Aerodrome Certification. There are no specific Implementing
Rules on how to develop it.

The objectives of these procedures are:

• define measures to avoid incorrect access to the sensible
zones of navigational aids located in the aerodrome; and

• ensure that the activities that may influence the functioning
of the navigational aids (obstacles, power supply,...) are
coordinated among the involved parties and executed
without affecting the safe and regular operations.
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This content is related to ADR.OPS.B.090 Use of the
aerodrome by higher code letter aircraft.

(a) Except for aircraft emergency situations, an aerodrome
operator may, subject to prior approval by the Competent
Authority, permit the use of the aerodrome or parts thereof
by aircraft with a higher code letter than the aerodrome
design characteristics specified in the terms of the
certificate.

This requirement is intended for allowing accommodating
bigger aircraft in taxiways and aprons, applying guidance
and control procedures based on safety assessment to
avoid potential damages.
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This content is related to ADR.OR.C.040.

The aerodrome operator shall establish procedures to prohibit: 

(a) smoking within the movement area, other operational 
areas of the aerodrome, or areas of the aerodrome where 
fuel or other flammable material is stored; 

(b) display of an open flame or undertaking of an activity that 
would create a fire hazard within: 

• (1) areas of the aerodrome where fuel or other flammable 
material is stored; 

• (2) the movement area or other operational areas of the 
aerodrome, unless authorized by the aerodrome operator.
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